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Basis of the opinion 
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Lack of unity of invention 
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Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the International application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/JP 03/14030 



I. Basis of the report 

1 With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which ha ^%fJ\^^^? 
' The reciting Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ong natty filed 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)). 



Description, Pages 

1_16 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1_8 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/3-8/8 as originally filed 

2 With reaard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
lar?gu?g 9 e S which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
intern^ preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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International application No. PCTAJP 03/1 4030 



5. □ This report has been established as H (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
' citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



The invention starts from the document US-A-5 005 501 . 
The aim of the invention is to provide a compact and lightweight multi-needle 
sewing machine capable of embroidery without being limited by the distance 
between the rails parallel to the arm. 

This aim is achieved in that a second rail connected to first carriages adapted to 
slide on first rails is perpendicular to the first rails, the distance between the first 
rails being shorter than or equal to the length of the second rail, an embroidery 
frame unit is mounted on the second carriage, the first carriages being located on 
one side of the second rail and the embroidery frame unit being located on the 
other side of the second rail, or the second rail being separable alone or in 
combination with said second carriage and/or said embroidery frame unit. 
No document of the state of the art (only A-documents) presents these features. 
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